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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of group I, claims 1 -21 , 24, 25, and 27, 
species I, figs. 1-3, sub-species E, fig. 8, and sub-species G, fig.9B in the reply filed on 
09/09/201 1 is acknowledged. Claims 22-23, 26, and 28 are withdrawn from further 
consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, 
there being no allowable generic or linking claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-8, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ichikawa et al. (JP-2002199828) (hereinafter Ichikawa) 

For claim 1, Ichikawa discloses a fishing lure including an illumination means 
(see abstract, #2); a body having walls defining a water tight cavity (fig.1 ); a power 
source (para.[0006], #3) within the cavity, and a control circuit ([0006], #4), within the 
cavity, connected to the power source and the illumination means wherein said control 
circuit controls the supply of power to the illumination means such that, in use, light is 
emitted from the illumination means (see abstract). 
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For claim 2, Ichikawa discloses a fishing lure wherein the illumination means is 
located within the cavity (para. [0007] and fig.1 ) and the emitted light is visible through 
the walls of the body (abstract) 

For claim 4, Ichikawa discloses a fishing lure wherein the walls of the body are 
translucent (para. [0011]) 

For claim 5, Ichikawa discloses a fishing lure wherein the walls of the body are 
transparent (para. [001 1]) 

For claim 6, Ichikawa discloses a fishing lure wherein the illumination means 
includes a plurality of different colored light emitting diodes (LEDs) (para. [0007]). 

For claim 7, Ichikawa discloses a fishing lure wherein in use, the intensity of light 
emitted by each LED is individually controlled (para. [0007]). 

For claim 8, Ichikawa discloses a fishing lure wherein the plurality of different 
colored LEDs includes more than one combined red, green, and blue LED. (para. [0018] 
and/or fig. 6). 

For claim 16, which is a dependent of claim 1 , Ichikawa discloses a fishing lure 
wherein the control circuit ( #32) includes a receiver such that upon the receiver 
receiving control signals the control circuit controls operational functions of the lure 
(para.[0006] & [0015]) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ichikawa, as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Rodgers (5697182). 

For claim 3, Ichikawa is silent about a fishing lure wherein the illumination means 
is located externally of the cavity on an exterior surface of the body. Rodgers teaches a 
fishing lure wherein the illumination means is located externally of the cavity on an 
exterior surface of the body (fig. 1 ). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the internal illumination of 
Ichikawa with external illumination as taught by Rodgers in order to simulate real eyes 
to attract fish. 

6. Claims 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ichikawa. 

For claim 9, Ichikawa discloses a fishing lure wherein the plurality of LEDs are 
arranged in group including a red, green and blue LED located in close proximity to 
each other (para. [0018] and/or fig. 6). Ichikawa is silent about groups of plurality of 
LEDs. However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to add an additional group of LEDs, since it is has been 
held that mere duplication of the essential working parts of a device involves only 
routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 

For claim 10, Ichikawa discloses a fishing lure wherein in use, the light emitted by 
the adjacent LEDs combines to produce light of a non-primary color (para. [0019] and/or 
fig.6) 
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For claim 1 1 , Ichikawa discloses a fishing lure wherein the non-primary color 
produced is altered by changing the intensity of the light emitted by one or more of the 
LEDs. (para. [0019]) 

7. Claims 12-14 and 17-21 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ichikawa, as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Hughes et al. (6807766) (hereinafter Hughes). 

For claim 12, Ichikawa is silent about a fishing lure further including: vibration 
means within the cavity for imparting a vibration to the body of the fishing lure, wherein 
the control circuit is arranged to apply power from the power source to the vibration 
means according to a desired vibration operation pattern. 

Hughes teaches a fishing lure including vibration means (see abstract) within the 
cavity (see abstract) for imparting a vibration to the body of the fishing lure, wherein the 
control circuit is arranged to apply power from the power source to the vibration means 
according to a desired vibration operation pattern (see abstract). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the fishing lure of Ichikawa with the vibrator as taught by Hughes in order to 
enhance the simulation of a swimming bait fish. 

For claim 13, Ichikawa as modified by Hughes discloses a fishing lure wherein 
the control circuit is adapted to intermittently apply power to the vibration means 
according to a desired duty cycle and/or frequency (Hughes, col. 6, lines 6-7 and col. 7, 
lines 23-27) 
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For claim 14, Ichikawa as modified by Hughes is silent about a fishing lure 
wherein the control circuit includes a water sensing circuit having electrodes exposed 
externally to the walls of the body and wherein the sensing circuit is adapted to activate 
the vibration means and/or illumination means when the electrical resistance between 
the electrodes drops below a threshold. 

Hughes further teaches a fishing lure wherein the control circuit includes a water 
sensing circuit having electrodes (see abstract) exposed externally to the walls of the 
body (col. 4, lines 1 -5) and wherein the sensing circuit is adapted to activate the 
vibration means and/or illumination means when the electrical resistance between the 
electrodes drops below a threshold (col.4, lines 1 -1 0). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
fishing lure of Ichikawa as modified by Hughes with water sensing electrodes as taught 
by Hughes in order to create an electric field in the water to attract the fish. 

For claim 17, Ichikawa discloses a fishing lure wherein operational functions of 
the lure include illumination of the body. Ichikawa does not expressly discloses a fishing 
lure include vibration. However, Hughes teaches a fishing lure include vibration (see 
abstract) and illumination (see abstract) of the body. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the fishing 
lure of Ichikawa to include vibration and illumination as taught by Hughes in order to 
increase the attraction of fish by using both lights and vibration. 
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For claim 18, Ichikawa as modified by Hughes discloses a fishing lure wherein 
the control of the illumination function permits illumination of the body with desired 
colors (Ichikawa, fig. 6). 

For claim 19, Ichikawa as modified by Hughes discloses a fishing lure wherein 
the control of the illumination function further permits activation and de-activation of the 
illumination function (Ichikawa, para. [0008] discloses the light-emitting part is controlled 
by the power-supply). 

For claim 20, Ichikawa as modified by Hughes discloses a fishing lure wherein 
the control of the vibration function permits activation and de-activation of vibration to 
the body (Hughes, col.7, lines 23-27). 

For claim 21 , Ichikawa as modified by Hughes discloses a fishing lure wherein 
the control of the vibration function permits the intensity and duration of the vibrations to 
be varied (Hughes, col.7, lines 23-35). 

8. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ichikawa as modified by Hughes, as applied to claim 12 above, and further in view 
of King et al. (6647659) (hereinafter King). 

For claim 15, Ichikawa as modified by Hughes is silent about a fishing lure 
wherein the vibration means include a motor having a rotatable output shaft and a 
weight eccentrically mounted on the shaft. King teaches a vibration includes a motor 
having a rotatable output shaft and a weight eccentrically mounted on the shaft (fig.7A). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify vibrator of Ichikawa as modified by Hughes with the 
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vibrator as taught by King in order to produce a vibrating action which enhances the 
simulation of a swimming bait fish. 

9. Claims 24-25, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ichikawa, as applied to claim 1 above, in view of Hughes, and 
further in view of Wong (2002/0116775) 

For claim 24, Ichikawa is silent about a fishing lure system including a 
rechargeable electrical power source, within the cavity, and a first inductor operatively 
connected to the at least one rechargeable power source; and a charger located 
remotely from the fishing lure, including a second inductor, the charger operatively 
connected to an external power source, wherein locating the fishing lure in proximity 
with the charger replenishes the rechargeable electrical power source. 

Hughes teaches a fishing lure system including a rechargeable electrical power 
source (col. 3, line 58), within the cavity (col. 3, line 58), and a charger including an 
inductor, wherein locating the fishing lure in proximity with the charger replenishes the 
rechargeable electrical power source (col. 3, lines 55-60). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
fishing lure of Ichikawa with a rechargeable battery and a charger with inductor as 
taught by Hughes in order to provide a quick and easy way of replenishing the power 
supply to the device. 

Ichikawa as modified by Hughes is silent about a fishing lure system including a 
first inductor operatively connected to the at least one rechargeable power source; and 
a charger located remotely from the fishing lure, the charger operatively connected to 
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an external power source. Wong teaches a first inductor (fig.2A, #109) operatively 
connected to the at least one rechargeable power source (fig.2A, #108); and a charger 
(fig.2A, #112) located remotely from the fishing lure (fig.2A), the charger operatively 
connected to an external power source (fig.2A, #113). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
charger of Ichikawa as modified by Hughes with inductive charging as taught by Wong 
in order to allow wireless communication between the fishing lure and the charger. 

For claim 25, Ichikawa as modified by Hughes and Wong discloses a fishing lure 
system wherein the second inductor includes an opening (Wong, fig.2A), a portion of 
the body being locatable within the opening during recharging of the electrical power 
source (Wong, fig.2A). 

For claim 27, Ichikawa as modified by Hughes and Wong discloses a fishing lure 
system wherein the second inductor includes a cavity (Wong, fig.2A), a portion of the 
body being locatable within the cavity during recharging of the electrical power source 
(Wong, fig.2A). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to THANH PHAM whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5854. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday (8:00 p.m-5:00 
p.m). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on (571) 270-7220. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Darren W. Ark/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3643 

IT. P.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 3643 



